Because of the historical importance of the
former camp facility Bergen-Belsen, both before
and after April 15th 1945, various considerations
must be taken into account. From an open-air
camp for prisoners of war to its later use as a
concentration camp facility, this area is witness
to the atrocities committed during the Nazi reign
of terror.

In its current condition, the former camp is
impossible to see. To correct this, the remaining
woods will be cut along the former camp fence,
freeing the space of the camp area. The sur-
rounding forest will be freed of its leaf-bearing
trees so that the camp border of pine trees is
again clearly readable. Wood remaining on the
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area will be carefully thinned and freed from the
under wood, so that the complete camp facility is
clearly readable.

The next step will be to make the old system
of paths and barracks, overlapped by the exist-
ing postwar infrastructure, visible again. A new
access through the Documentation and Informa-
tion Center will lead directly to the roll call square
and form, for the entire facility, a new main area.
The path to this area has been reserved as the
only really new path in the material of the build-
ing (concrete) and will be slightly raised from the
level of the facility. The current creation (building
and path) lays, therefore, a new layer over the
historical substance.
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